For immediate release

OIQ advises MCSE holders NOT to use the term engineer
Montreal, August 13, 2002 - Due to Microsoft Canada's recent announcement that the company will
continue to use the term engineer as part of its Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer (MCSE)
designation, the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) is advising MCSE holders that they are subject to
the laws of Quebec and will be prosecuted should they improperly represent themselves to the public as
engineers.
“Microsoft Canada has left us no choice,” says OIQ president, Gaétan Lefebvre, Eng. “The term engineer
and the engineering profession itself are strictly regulated across Canada – just like the legal and medical
professions. Last year, Microsoft agreed to advise their Canadian holders of the MCSE certification not to
call themselves engineers or use the full title. Now that they've reversed their decision, we will enforce the
Province's Engineers Act and Professional Code. These two laws are very clear and were in force long
before Microsoft ever existed. In Québec, the OIQ is responsible for their enforcement.”
According to section 22.2 of the Engineers Act (R.S.Q., c. I-9):
22. Any person not a member in good standing of the Order who:
(1) [...];
(2) assumes the title of engineer alone or qualified, or makes use of any abbreviation of such title, or of
any name, title or designation which might lead to the belief that he is an engineer or a member of the
Order,
(3) advertises himself as such,
(4) acts in such a manner as to lead to the belief that he is authorized to fulfil the office of or to act as an
engineer,
(5) [...],
is guilty of an offence and is liable to the penalties provided in section 188 of the Professional Code
(chapter C-26).
And, according to sections 32 and 188 of the Professional Code (c. C-26):
32. No person shall claim in any manner to be an advocate, notary, physician, dentist, pharmacist,
optometrist, veterinary surgeon, agrologist, architect, engineer, land-surveyor, forest engineer, chemist,
chartered accountant, radiology technologist, denturologist, dispensing optician, chiropractor, hearing-aid
acoustician, podiatrist, nurse, acupuncturist, bailiff or midwife, or use one of the above titles or any other
title or abbreviation which may lead to the belief that he is one, or initials which may lead to the belief that
he is one, or engage in a professional activity reserved to the members of a professional order, claim to
have the right to do so or act in such a way as to lead to the belief that he is authorized to do so, unless
he holds a valid, appropriate permit and is entered on the roll of the order empowered to issue the permit,
unless it is allowed by law.
The prohibition relating to the use of any titles, abbreviations or initials mentioned in the first paragraph or
in an Act constituting a professional order extends to the use of such titles, abbreviations and initials in a
feminine form.
188.Every person who contravenes a provision of this Code, of the Act or letters patent constituting an
order or of an amalgamation or integration order is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine of not less
than $600 nor more than $6 000.
“Engineers have an enormous responsibility to the public” explains Mr Lefebvre. “When engineers create
a design and build such things as superstructures, airplanes, computerized control systems and
highways, public safety and confidence are at stake. People trust engineers because they have a permit
to practice engineering, and such trust is vitally important. The public has a long history of respect for

professionals with a reserved title. It's also why governments across Canada have entrusted the
responsibility of regulating the practice of the engineering profession to the organizations that govern the
profession in each province, and for Québec, that is the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec.”
The OIQ President continued: “Becoming an engineer is not just a matter of completing a few days or
weeks of studies, as Microsoft suggests when it promotes its MCSE certification. In fact, at a meeting in
their offices in Seattle, Microsoft officials openly admitted to officials from the Canadian Council of
Professional Engineers (CCPE) that their MCSE training program is in no way comparable to an
academic engineering program. In Quebec, there are a number of laws and regulations governing the
engineering profession. All this extensive legislation is based on the principle of protecting the public.
That is the OIQ's principal function, and its primary concern is to verify the skills of those who apply for
admission to its ranks.”
Only persons who hold a permit to practice issued by OIQ and are registered on its membership roll as
engineers can use this strictly reserved title. Once engineers receive their permit to practice and thus the
right to use this professional title, they are required to adhere to a professional code of ethics and
demonstrate continued competency in their field of expertise.
To date, in all cases where OIQ has taken legal action against the unlawful use of the title of engineer,
the individuals charged have been found guilty. The OIQ President concluded: “When the OIQ learns of
people violating the Engineers Act by not being registered on the roll of members, we see that they are
prosecuted. They are not entitled to use the title of engineer, which has been strictly reserved for the
members of OIQ. These violators run the risk of being fined."
The Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) regulates and governs the practice of engineering in the
province in accordance with the Engineers Act. OIQ has over 45,000 members and is affiliated with the
Canadian Council of Professional Engineers (CCPE,) which represents some 160,000 engineers across
Canada.
The full text of the Engineers Act and the Professional Code of Québec can be consulted on the OIQ Web
site at www.oiq.qc.ca.
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